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Notes on NDP3® Assessment and the HCE transcription system

The NDP3 Assessment includes a phonemic transcription of the assessment 
words, phrases and sentences, to provide a comparison between an individual 
child’s productions and those of a typical adult speaker. These have been 
transcribed using the vowels and diphthongs of a British, Standard English 
accent. We recognise that modifications need to be made by users of the NDP3 
Assessment to reflect the vowels and diphthongs of other varieties of English.

Australian English

Australian Speech Pathologists are increasingly using the Harrington, Cox and 
Evans (HCE) (1997) transcription system in preference to the Mitchell (1946) 
transcription system, for describing Australian English. We are therefore 
pleased to provide a phonemic transcription of the NDP3 Assessment single 
vowels, words, phrases and sentences for a typical Australian adult speaker, 
using the HCE system.
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NDP3® Assessment - adapted phonemic transcription
Harrington, Evans & Cox/HCE for Mainstream Australian English (MAusE)

Standard English 
Vowel symbols HCE Vowel symbols As pronounced in 

words such as

i iː key

ɑ ɐː car

u ʉː shoe

ɔ oː door

ɜ ɜː bird

ɛə eː pear

aɪ ae ice

ɑʊ æɔ cow

ɪə ɪə hear

əʊ əʉ boat

ɔɪ oɪ toy

eɪ æɪ rain

ʊə ʊə tour

ɪ ɪ fish

æ æ cat

ʊ ʊ book

ɒ ɔ dog

ʌ ɐ run

ɛ e egg



NDP3® Assessment - adapted phonemic transcription
Harrington, Evans & Cox/HCE for Mainstream Australian English (MAusE)

CV/CV CVC CVCV Multisyllabic Clusters

mʉː kæɪk mɐmiː pɔkət stɐː

doː bəʉt bæɪbiː tɪkət skɑe

biː bɜːd tediː bənɐːnə snæɪk

ɡəʉ dæɔn kʊkə tʃɔklət swɪŋ

niː mʉːn dɜːtiː bɜːθdæɪ kæɪk blʉː

dɪə dɔɡ dɪnə dɑenəsoː flæɔə

boɪ ɡɜːl pɐːtiː kætəpɪlə klɔk

kaː tæp tæɪbəl heliːkɔptə tɹiː

kæɔ pɪɡ pɪkɪŋ eɹəplæɪn pɹæm

tʉː kæt kæɔboɪ kɹɔkədɑel fɹɔɡ

pæɪ dɐk ketəl teləvɪʒən fɐːst

foː fɐːm ɡɐːdən æmbjələns bəʉts

siː hoːs tɑeɡə fɑeə endʒən / 
fɑeəɹendʒən hænd

ʃʉː liːf woːtə wɔʃɪŋ məʃiːn kɹɪsps

tʃeː sɐn fɑeə kəmpjʉːtə bɪskət

lɑe fɪʃ dʒeliː bɐtəflɑe lɪft

æɔt lɑet kɪtʃən ænɪməlz dʒɐmp

ɐp wɔtʃ kɔfiː ɐmbɹelə mɐŋkiː

ɐːm dʒæm tɪʃʉː hɔspətəl ɑeskɹiːm

ɑes web sɪtɪŋ sɔsɪdʒəz kɹɪsməs
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NDP3® Assessment - adapted phonemic transcription
Harrington, Evans & Cox/HCE for Mainstream Australian English (MAusE)

Phrases and sentences 

ˈmɑe ˈbæɪbiː

ˈkæɪtiːz ˈpɐːtiː

ˈtɔmiː ˈkɐtɪŋ ˈpæɪpə

ˈfɐːmə ˈsɪtɪŋ

ˈdædiː(j) ɪz ˈtoːkɪŋ / ˈdædiːz ˈtoːkɪŋ

ə ˈkɐp ͡ əv ˈtiː

ˈtʉː ˈsæd ˈkæts

ˈɡet ən ͡ ˈæpəl

ˈɡəʉ(w) ɪn ðə ˈhæɔs

ˈdɑenəsoː mjʉːziːəm

ˈdʉː jʉː lɑek dʒeliː / ˈdʉː jə lɑek dʒeliː

ˈpiːtə(ɹ) ɪz ˈiːtɪŋ hɪz ˈdɪnə / ˈpiːtəz ˈiːtɪŋ hɪz ˈdɪnə

ˈliː mæɪd ͡ ə ˈlɑethæɔs

ɑe soː ˈfɑev ˈkæməlz æt͡ ðə ˈzʉː / ɑe soː ˈfɑev ˈkæməlz ət͡ ðə ˈzʉː

ˈmɐmiːz ˈkɐp ͡ ɪz ɪn ðə ˈkɐbəd / ˈmɐmiːz ˈkɐp ͡s ɪn ðə ˈkɐbəd

ˈdæɪvəd ͡ ɪz ˈkʊkɪŋ ˈtʃɪps / ˈdæɪvədz ˈkʊkɪŋ ˈtʃɪps

ə ˈtɑeɡə(ɹ) ɪz ˈdɪɡɪŋ ɪn ˈkæɪtiːz ˈɡɐːdən / ə ˈtɑeɡəz ˈdɪɡɪŋ ɪn ˈkæɪtiːz ˈɡɐːdən

ˈkætəpɪləz tʃæɪndʒ ɪntʉː ˈbɐtəflɑez / ˈkætəpɪləz tʃæɪndʒ ɪntə ˈbɐtəflɑez

ˈdʒæk ɡɔt͡ ə ˈtɹæɪn æn(d) ən ˈeɹəplæɪn foː ˈkɹɪsməs / ˈdʒæk ɡɔt͡ ə ˈtɹæɪn ən(d) ən 
ˈeɹəplæɪn fə ˈkɹɪsməs
ˈkɹɪstəfə(ɹ) ɪz ðə ˈbes ˈfʊpˈboːlə ɪn ˈæɔ ˈskʊl / ˈkɹɪstəfəz ðə ˈbest ˈfʊtˈboːlə(ɹ) ɪn ˈæɔ 
ˈskʊl
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